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May 10, 2002

Parrick Wright, Executive Office
CALFED

. 1416 Ninth Street, 11% Floer

Sacramenio, CA 95814

Subject: Comments an 2002 Ecosystem Restoraion Grants Recommended for
Funding in the Delta Primary Zone

Dear Mr. Weight:

The Delta Protection Commission is the Srate-authorized land use planning agency for
the Primary Zone of the Pelta. The Commission has planning and Himited regulatory
authority over local government actions in the Primary Zone. The Commission do¢s not
nave authority over State or federal actions, so these comments are advisory only. The
full Commission has not had the opportuniry to review the projects proposed for finding,
however, theze comments have been discussed and reviewed by the Commission’s
CALFED Cowzmittee and the Chairman of the Cammission.

Abaur 80 applications for funding of studies and projects in the Delra were reviewed by
CALFED. The CALFED Committee had no commens on studies that ave

recommended for fanding; deferred comments on those projects recommended for Surtner
sonsideration by CALFED this fall ("cansider as & direcred action™) unzl such Hme as
the revised applications are submitted; and had no comments On projects nof
recommended for funding.

The Cammimee has commems on the following projects proposed for funding:
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Dotz Region. William Lenis & Associatss,

Projess Descripnion: Two year research study to map geomorphic landforms and
gealogic deposns in the North Delta for floodplain restaration, evaluation of
salective levee breach and planning for setback leves construction on the lower
FIVET SYStems.

COMMENT: Data developed should be made available at no cast to agencies and
interested parties working in the Deha, including the Delta Protection Comntssion-
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Restoring Ecosvsiem Tmiegrity in t D :
ee"# ‘50 EStO casveterm Trtearity in the Northwest Deleg, Fhase 1L Solano Land Tnist

$1,803,223

Project Deseription: This project has three sub-parts.
One task is development of a management plan for Wilcox Ranch, which is outside of

and west of the Legal Delta,

The second task is stdy of restoring Hdal acrion ta the 1.000-acre site owned by
Departmens of Fish snd Game which inciudes portions of Calhoun Cut and is bounded to
the north by Barker Slough. This site is in the Primary Zone, east of the Jepsen Prairie
Preserve owned and managed by Solano Land Trust, and is in public awnership.

COMMENTS: .

» Funding skould inelude a complete inventary of all existing kabitms anid valyes on
the Department af Fisk and Game site; this task may require additional funding.

s Analysis af restaration should describe haw proposed resioratian woild meet
CALFED Ecosystem Restaration Goals for the Narth Dela segment of the
Sacremento-San Joaquin Delia Ecological Management Zane far Phass IJ (Years

1-7).

The third rask is acquisition of 775 acres of privately-owned land north of Barker
Slough/Lindsey Slongh (Pembeo) and study of possible reiocation cf the exisring levec in
order to Testore portions of the site to aquatic and riparian habitar

COMMENTS:

o Applicant states aequisition is exempl fram CEQA, but future restoration actions
which would retire agricultural land skould be evaliared under CEQA. Site is
designated PRIME; Williamson Act dma omiited from application.

s CALFED should condition funds for acquisition so lands upland of any new
sethack levee will be sold ta private landowner for permanent agriculiwral use with
aceess ta riparian water, and not sold or sransferved 1o a Stare or federal egency.
To further long-term protection of Delta agriculural land, an agricultural
pasement should he associatzd with the new remnany parcel. [Note: This aption is
included in the application].

+ Proposed levee sethack praject wauld require review and approval from

Reclamation District 2060 and Selana County. Coardination and letters indicating

positions of each should be reguired by CALFED prior to funding acquisition [PSP

requires "consistent with Caunsy General Plan, or evidence of local government
suppart"}. |

Applicant should coordinate with Reelamation District 2060 10 ensure that

appropriate studies that may be required for evaluation of a new setback levee are

included in this stedy phase (gealogy, soils, flood contral, seepage ixsues, etc). This
task may require additional funding.

o CALFED should require the project proponents io present the long-term plan for
lands in the Primary Zone ot a public mecting of the Delta Projection Cammission.
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McC Willismaon 1T storeton; Wildlife Friendly Leves Management, The
Nature Conservancy: $2,476,835

Project Description: Island is owned by The Nature Conservancy, funds from CALFED.
Height of eastern levee is restricted by legel agreement, 50 Tsland designed o flood
before other nearby islands. Island within srudy area of CALFED/DWR Neorth Delta
Tmprovements Project. Island may be floodway and/or tida] habirar restoranon. FEither
future use requires reconstruction and reconfiguration of interior levees 1o ehmnate
erasion. Pilet project completed in 200] to reslope at 571 and plant. This funding would
allow additional levee reconstruction work and associated planting,

COMMENTN:

» Design and construction af recanfigured levees should not preclude full analysis of
viable alternatives currently under evaluation as part of the North Delrz
Impravements Praject. The entire Nortk Delta Impravements Project will be
reviewed by the Delta Protection Commission-

Sraven Island Wildlife-Friendly Farming Demonstragion, Ducks Unlimited: $1,507,439

Projec: Desgription On Staten Tsland, owned by The Natwre Conservancy, and purchased
with CALFED ERP finds approved land year, Ducks unlimited will construct small
iternal levees o allow seasonal flanding of agricultural lands to serve as seasonal
habitat. The project includes construction of a new four-unit pumping facility that will
allow water fo stay on the upper portions of the Island for 2 longer period of'time, aad yet
be drained for planting. The pump station would release Waters inta South Fork of the
Mokelumne. Fially, the project includes a three-year monitoring project of the
discharge from the flopded areas. Island is within study ares of CALFED/DWR North
Delta Improvements Project. Tsland may be used as flondway and will be managed
permanently for wildlife-friendly agricutnsre.

COMMENTS: :

e Design and construction of the new levees and pump siarion should not preclude
full analysis of viable alternatives currently under evaluation as part of the North
Delia Improvements Praject, suck as use of Staten Kland as o floadway or with

 setback levess. The entire North Deltg Improvements Praject will be reviewed by
the Delta Protection Commission. This comment has alsa been submitted by
Department of Water Resources staff.

o Design and conswruction of reconfigured levees should support ar be neutval for
agriculture activities on Staten Island as well as seasanal wildlife habitar. A memo
10 that affect was sent to Deha Protection Cammission by The Nature Conservancy

arch and Riparian Habiral.
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Project Description: The project builds upon experiences along Mokelumne River and
Georgiana Slough protecting more than 11,000 linear feet of bank using wildlife-friendly

_ biotechmical rechniques and several miles of ridal marsh restoration wsing specialized

planting metheds.  The methods are “ow-tech® and cost-effective and serve 10 prolect

- levess while af the same time restoring valuable riparian and ndal marsh habitat. Propese

10 continue along Georgiana Slough and new efforts on Sacramento River (Brannan-
Andrus Island); below Ria Vista as the hase of the Montezuma Hills; near Couriland;
Sreamboar Slough (Grand Island); Sutter Siough and Miner Slough (RD 990).

COMMENTS: Support

Thark you for the opportunity o review and comment on the project proposad for
funding by the CATFED program. We 1ook forward to review an additional group of
projects this fall. Please do nor hesitate o call if you need additionsal information about
These COMmments.

Margit AL‘a.mburu
Exech'T Direcror

Cc: Dela Protection Commissionsrs |
Dan Castleberry, CALFED ERP Program
Harry Englebright, Solano County Planning Department
Pam Muick, Solano Land Trst
Mike Eaton, The Nature Conservancy
Christopher Sasso, Ducks Unlimited
Gwen Enirtweiss, Department of Warer Resources



